The mother thinks the legs have become affected only recently, but on direct enquiry she admits that the gait has always been stiff.
The patient began to walk at about two years of age, somewhat later than the other children of the family, which numbered eleven, of whom only patient (the fifth child) and a brother (the subject of some tubercular disease of the bones) are now alive. (Several of the others died of tubercular diseases.) She was also rather later than the other children in learning to talk, but her mother cannot remember the age at which she did so. She has had no convulsions, neither in infancy nor later. She has had measles and scarlet fever, and passed through both quite easily. She has had no other illness. She was able to some extent to play about with other children, and has always been able to go alone. She has never been able to dress herself, and it is only recently that she has been in any way able to help a little in the household work. She has been at school for several years.
She has always been a bright, cheerful girl, and has felt keenly her inability to work. Menstruation began at the age of 14, and continued normal in every respect till a few months ago.
During the past few months, between the periods, there has been a leucorrhceal discharge, and her mother states that coincidently there has been a falling off in health and in weight.
While pregnant with patient the mother suffered in no way, and the labour was no more difficult than any of her other ones, and was not instrumental. 
